
Instructions and Items 

How often does each of the following occur within your neighborhood? 

 (1) Never 

 (2) Rarely 

 (3) Sometimes 

 (4) Often 

Physical Disorder 

Cigarettes on the street or in the gutters? 

Garbage in the streets or on the sidewalk? 

Empty beer bottles on the streets or sidewalks?  

Boarded up windows on buildings? 

Graffiti or tags? 

Graffiti painted over? 

Gang graffiti? 

 Abandoned cars? 

Empty lots with garbage? 

Condoms on sidewalk? 

Needles or syringes? 

Political messages in graffiti? 

Social Disorder 

  Gangs (or other teen groups) hanging out? 

  Adults hanging out on the street? 

  People drinking beer, wine or liquor? 

  People drunk or passed out? 

  Adults fighting or arguing loudly? 



  Prostitutes on the streets? 

  People smoking marijuana? 

  People smoking crack? 

  People using needles or syringes to take drugs? 

Single item regarding extent of exposure 

 (1) None of my time 

 (2) Some of my time 

 (3) Most of my time 

 (4) All of my time 

How much of you're your time would you say you spend in your neighborhood? 

Neighborhood Safety 

 (1) Strongly Disagree 

 (2) Disagree 

(3) Neither Agree nor Disagree 

 (4) Agree 

(5) Strongly Agree 

I am afraid to be in my neighborhood. 

I feel safe hanging out on the street in my neighborhood. 

I feel safe in my neighborhood when there are adults around. 

I always have to watch my back around other kids in my neighborhood. 

  

 (1) In danger all of the time 

 (2) In danger most of the time 

 (3) In danger some of the time 

 (4) In danger very little of the time 



 (5) In danger none of the time (feel safe all of the time) 

How safe do you feel in your home? 

In general, how safe do you feel from adults who live in your neighborhood? 

In general, how safe do you feel from the other kids who live in your neighborhood? 

 

 

reference> 

 Elliott, D., Menard, S., Rankin, B., Elliott, A., Huizinga, D., and Wilson, W.  (forthcoming).  Beating 

the odds: Overcoming Disadvantage in High-Risk Neighborhoods. 

 Elliott, D. S., Wilson, W. J., Huizinga, D., Sampson, R. J., Elliott, & Rankin.  (1996).  The effects of 

neighborhood disadvantage on adolescent development.  Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 

33(4), 389-426. 

 Sampson, R. & Raudenbush, S.  (1999).  Systematic social observation on public spaces: A new 

look at disorder in urban neighborhoods.  American Journal of Sociology, 105(3), 603-651. 

 Sampson, R. & Raudenbush, S., Earls, F.  (1997).  Neighborhoods and violent crime: A multilevel 

study of collective efficacy.  Science, 277, 918-924. 

 Sampson, R.  (1997).  Collective regulation of adolescent misbehavior: Validation results from 

eighty Chicago neighborhoods.  Journal of Adolescent Research, 12(2), 227-244. 


